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Good scientific writing is characterised by 
objectivity. This means that a paper must 
present a balanced discussion of a range of 
views . . . Moreover, value judgements, which 
involve moral beliefs of what is ‘right’ or 
‘wrong’ must be avoided . . . The use of 
personal pronouns is unnecessary, and can 
lead to biases or unsupported assumptions. In 
scientific papers, therefore, personal 
pronouns should not be used. When you 
write a paper, unless you attribute an 
opinion to someone else, it is understood to 
be your own. Phrases such as ‘in my opinion’ 
or ‘I think,’ therefore, are superfluous and a 
waste of words . . . For the same reasons, the 
plural pronouns we and our are not used. 

(Smyth, 1996, pp. 2–3) 







 «Writing a thesis is like writing an academic article, 
only worse». 

«A thesis is much like a graduate student: It has a 
limited purpose and a small audience; it is often 
insecure and defensive, justifying itself with excessive 
documentation; it is too narrowly focussed; and it has 
not yet developed a style of its own». 

(Luey, 2002, p. 34) 

















Traditional (simple)
six sections: 
introduction, 

literature review, 
materials and 

methods, results, 
discussion and 

conclusions

Traditional 
(complex): 

more sections, for example 
introduction; background to 

the study and literature 
review; background theory 
and methods (optional); 

study 1 – IMRAD; study 2 
– IMRAD, study 3 etc.; 
general discussion and 

conclusions 

Topic-based:
This type of thesis typically began 

with an introductory chapter 
followed by a series of chapters 

that had titles based on the sub- 
topics of the main topic under 

investigation, for example 
introduction; topic 1; topic 2; 

topic 3, etc.; conclusions. 

Compilation theses:
These theses comprised a 

compilation of research articles, 
for example introduction; 

background; research article 1; 
research article 2; research 

article 3, etc.; discussion and 
conclusions. 

The professional or 
practitioner doctorate 

the chapters might be 
formed of pre-prints of 

articles targeted at 
practitioner journals, or a 
mixture of both theoretical 
and practitioner chapters. 
These theses are likely to 

be shorter and more 
practical than traditional 

theses 



• Consider the scope and 
the parameters of the 
research

• General thinking 

• Overall coherence 

• Draft structural 
framework 

• Create a clear table of 
content 

• Be ready for questions 
and criticism 





• 1. The number of 
chapters 

• 2. The sequence of 
chapters 

• 3. The overall structure 

• 4. Headings for chapters 



• 1. Introduction

• 2. Literature review

• 3. Methodology 

• 4. Analyzing and 
reporting findings 

• 5. Conclusion 



• Establish the scope and 
the aim of the chapter 

• Outline the chapter 
structure 

• Establish your own 
point of view 



• Summarize key 
arguments 

• Examine the implication 
of the arguments 

• Provide a high-impact 
ending of the chapter 

• Provide a link for the 
following chapter 





• Unnecessary long and complex 
sentences 

• Unnecessary short and 
disconnected sentences 

• Overuse of abstract nouns

• Complex sentences where 
grammar and meaning do not 
match 

• Repetitions 

• Jargon 

• Vagueness and ambiguity 



• Main points at the beginning 

• Headings and subheadings clearly indicate the 
content 

• Cut off repetitions 

• Clear paragraphing, one idea per paragraph 

• Paragraph topic sentence 

• Use summaries to reinforce the argument 



- Try to be well organised. Plan well ahead. Try to 
keep to the plan. 

- Examine two or three theses in your 
discipline/area. 

- Write from the beginning.

- Keep  back-up disks.

- Discuss what you are doing and why you are 
doing it with fellow students all the time.

- Think of how you might publish each chapter or 
parts of the thesis separately after the thesis is 
completed.

- Read the requirements of your institution for 
the presentation of the thesis.

- Submit regular drafts of subsections of your 
thesis to your supervisor, and ask for guidance 
on your writing. 

- Make sure your supervisor eventually sees the 
thesis as a whole. It is not possible to judge the 
thesis as a whole by reading subsections on their 
own. 





- to stimulate the reader’s interest. 

- discuss the title when finishing an article

- have a working title (and a suitable journal) in mind,

-  title will have changed every so often as better ways of conveying what the paper is 
about have come to mind

- A good title should attract and inform the readers and be accurate.

-  it also needs to tell the reader what the paper is about. 

- the success of many computer-based searches depends upon the title

-  it is important to include some of the key words relating to the topic of the paper

• Avoid: 

- Irony, puns, humour, and literary and cultural references acronyms – abbreviations 
and neologisms





Type Example 

Titles that announce the general 
subject

The age of adolescence. 

Titles that particularise a specific 
theme following a general heading

The role of values in educational research: The case for reflexivity. 
 

Titles that indicate the controlling 
question  

What is evidence-based practice – and do we want it too?

Titles that just state the findings
Asthma in schoolchildren is greater in schools close to concentrated 

animal feeding operations.  

Titles that indicate that the answer to 
a question will be revealed, 

Current findings from research on structured abstracts. 

Titles that announce the thesis – i.e. 
indicate the direction of the author’s 

argument 
The lost art of conversation 

Titles that emphasise the methodology 
used in the research 

Is judging text on screen different from judging text in print? A 
naturalistic email study. 

Titles that suggest guidelines and/or 
comparisons  

Eighty ways of improving instructional text  

Titles that bid for attention by using 
startling or effective openings  

Making a difference: An exploration of leadership roles in sixth form 
colleges  

Titles that attract by alliteration   Referees are not always right: The case of the 3-D graph  

Titles that attract by using literary 
allusions  

From structured abstracts to structured articles: A modest proposal 

Titles that attract by using puns Now take this PIL (Patient Information Leaflet) 

titles that mystify How do you know you’ve alternated? 



• The abstract, although it heads 
the article, is often written last, 
together with the title. This is 
partly because writers know 
what they have achieved, and 
partly because it is not easy to 
write an abstract. Abstracts 
have to summarise what has 
been done, sometimes in as few 
as 150 words. 

• It is easier to write an abstract 
if you remember that all 
abstracts have a basic structure. 
Indeed, the phrase ‘structured 
abstracts’ says it all. This kind of 
abstract, common in medical 
research journals and now 
appearing in many social science 
articles, can be adapted for 
most normal purposes. 



Structured abstracts are 
typically written using 
five sub-headings – 
‘background’, ‘aim’, 
‘method’, ‘results’ and 
‘conclusions’.



Move 1: 

•  The authors establish a research territory: 

• (a)  by showing that the general research area is important, 
central, interesting, problematic or relevant in some way 
(optional); 

• (b)  by introducing and reviewing items of previous research 
in the area (obligatory). 
Move 2:

• They then establish a ‘niche’ by indicating a weakness in the 
account so far:
(a) by indicating a gap in the previous research, raising a 

• question about it or extending previous knowledge in some 

• way (obligatory).

   Move 3: 
They then occupy the niche by saying they are going to put 
this right: 

• (a)  by outlining the purposes or stating the nature of the 
present research (obligatory); 

• (b)  by listing research questions or hypotheses to be tested 
(optional); 

• (c)  by announcing the principal findings (optional). 

Move 1: Establishing a 
research territory 

Move 2: Establishing a 
niche 

Move 3: Occupying the 
niche 

The paper starts 
(paragraphs 1 and 2) 
with describing the 
background and 

setting the scene. Key 
phrases are: 

‘Researchers are 
now . . .’, 

‘Preliminary findings 
suggest . . .’, ‘There 
are a number of 

ways in which one 
could measure the 
effects of expressive 

writing . . .’. 

The paper continues 
(in paragraphs 3 and 
4) with the following 

key phrases: 
‘Although previous 

studies have 
addressed . . . none 

have . . .’, ‘One 
potential mediator 
is . . .’, ‘There are 
various ways to 

measure . . .’, ‘The 
use of emotional 
words may be 
particularly 

relevant . . .’, ‘One 
way is to analyse the 
texts used in instant 

messaging . . .’. 

The introduction 
concludes (in 

paragraph 5) with 
the following key 
phrases: ‘In the 

present study we 
sought to investigate 
the social effects of 

expressive 
writing . . .’, ‘Three 
predictions were 
tested. First . . . 



Move 1: State the main 
findings in order – relating 
them in turn to the 
hypotheses and methods 
used. 

Move 2: State the 
subsidiary findings – 
relating them in turn to 
the hypotheses and 
methods used. 

an interweaving of the two 
– the first set of main 
findings and related 
subsidiary ones, followed by 
the second set, and so on 



Discussions 

Move 1: 

Restate the findings and accomplishments. 

Move 2: 

Evaluate how the results fit in with the 
previous findings – do they contradict, 
qualify, agree or go beyond them? 

Move 3: 

List potential limitations to the study. 

Move 4: 

Offer an interpretation/explanation of these 
results and ward off counter-claims. 

Move 5: 

State the implications and recommend 
further research. 




























